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An agent composed of anionic surfactant (s) of formulae (I) -(IV) is claimed (where R 
is 4-24C linear or branched, (un)satd. hydrocarbyl and M is not defined). 

The agent eases dehydration of slurry of a water-insol. or hardly soluble metal 

hydroxide by filtration. The metal hydroxide contains much water after filtration. 
To remove the remaining water, the metal hydroxide-cake is sometimes . dehydrated by 
vacuum-filtration, still leaving a considerable amt. of water in the cake. The 
addn. of the agent in the slurry gives filtered cake of the metal hydroxide contg. 
less water than that in the cake without the addn. of metal hydroxide. 

Examples of the metal hydroxides are Mg(0H)2, Ca(0H)2, Sr(0H)2, A1(0H)3, etc. The 
particle size of the metal hydroxide is pref. 1-1000 microns . The amt. of agent 
added in the slurry is pref. 10-1000 ppm based on metal hydroxide. 
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